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POSTSCRIPT 


To 
The late Letter of the 
'Y” Rerontileableneſs of God's Preſci- 


ence, Kc. 


(2) 

[ wrote it upon the motion of 
that honourable Gentleman to 
whom it is infcribed ; who ap- 
prehended ſomewhat of that 
kind might be of uſe to render 
our Religion leſs-exceptionable 
ro lome perſons of an enqirimg 
diſpoſition, chat might perhaps be 
roo {ceprical and pendulous, if 
not prejudic'r. 

Having fniſhe ir, I chought ic 
beſt the Author's Name ſhould 
paſs under fome diſguiſe, ſup- 
poling it might, ſo, _ lerve 
irsend, For knowing my Name 
could not give the cauſe an ad- 
vantage , | was not willing ir 
ſhould bein a poſſibility of ma- 
king it incur any Tu chant 
And therefore, as I have obſerv- 
ed ſome, in ſuch caſes, to make 
aſe only of the two laſt Letters, I 


imitated ſome other,in the choice 
of 


(3) 
of the penultimate. But perceiv- 
ing that Diſcourſe now to fall 
under Animadverſion, I reckon 
it becoming to be no longer con- 
cealed. 

It was unavoidable to me, if 1 
would, upon reaſonable terms, 
apply my ſelf to the conſiderati- 
on of the matter I had underta- 
ken, of ſhewing the conſiſtency 
of God's Preſcience of the fins of 
men, with the Preventive methods 
we find him to have uſed againſt 
them , to expreſs ſomewhat of 
my ſenſe of ( what well knew 
to have been aflerted by divers 
Schoolmen) God's Predetermina- 
tive Coucurrence to the fins of men 
alſo. 

For it had been (any one may 
ſee) very idle, and ludicrous 
trifling, to offer ar reconciling 
thoſe methods with God's Preſci- 
A 3 ence, 


(4) 
ence, and have waved that (ma- 
nifeſtly) greater difhculry of re- 
conciling them with his Predeter- 
mimative concowrſe,if I had thought 
there had been ſuch a thing. And 
were a like caſe, as it a Chirur- 
geon, undertaking a wounded 
perſon, ſhould apply himſelf, 
with a great deal of diligence and 
addreſs, ro the cure of a Finger 
ſlightly ſcratch't ; and totally 
neglect a wound ( feared to be 
mortal) in his Breaſt. 

And whereas I reckon'd God's 
Preſcience of all whatſoever furu- 
rities, and, conſeqently, of the 
fins of men, moſt certain, and de- 
monſtrable ( tho it was not the 
buſineſs of this Difcourſe to de- 
monſtrate it, but, ſuppoſing it, 
to ſhew its reconcileableneſs 
with what it ſeemed not ſo well 
to agree) if I had believed his 
Pre- 


(5) 
Predeterminative concurrence to the 
fins of men to be as certain ; Per- 
fe&t deſpair of being able to (a 
any thing to pur A n this ho 
had made me as 71s to ſay no- 
thing m either. 

For , to ſhew how it might 
ſtand with the Wi/dom and Since- 
rity of the Bleſled God, to coun- 
ſel men.not to fin, to profeſs his 
hatred and deteſtation of ir, to 
remonſtrare tro men the great 
danger they ſhould incur by it; 
was ſo great appearance of ſe- 
riouſneſs ro exhort, warn, expo- 
ſtulate with them concerning it, 
exprels his greart diſpleaſure and 
es for their _— and con- 
eqent miſeries ; and yet all the 
while a& them on thereto, by a 
ſecret, but mighty and irrelilti- 
ble influence, ſeem'd co me an 


utterly hopeleſs and impoſſible un- 
A 4 der 


(6) 
dertaking. The other, without 
this ( ſuppoling, 4s to this, the 
caſe to have been as ſome have 
thought it ) a very vain one. 

Burt being well aſſured, that 
what ſeem'd the greater difficul- 
ty, and to carry moſt of terrour 
and affright in the face of it, was 
only a Chimera. I reckoned the 
other very ſuperable, ang there- 
fore directed my Diſcourſe thi- 
ther, according to the firſt de- 
ſign of it, which was in effe& bur 
to juſtine God's making, ſuch a 
creature as Man, and governing 
him agreeably to his Nature. 

Now judging it reqilite, that 
he who ſhould _ that Dilſ- 
courſe concerning this deſigned 
Subjeft , with any advantage, 
ſhould have the ſame be 
of the other, Which was waved, that 
I had ; Iapprehended it neceſ- 


ſary 


(7) 
fary to communicate thoſe 
thoughts concerning that , as [ 
did. Not operouſly, and as my 
buſineſs , but only on the By, 
and as was fit in reference to a 
thing that was to be waved, and 
not inſiſted on. 

Now I perceive that ſome 
perſons, who had formerly en- 
tertained that ſtrange opinion of 
God's Predeterminative concurrence 
to the wickedeſt ations , and not 
purged their minds of ic, have 
been offended with that Lytter, for 
not expreſling more re{pe&t unto 
it. And yet offered nothing, 
themſelves ( which to me ſeems 
exceeding ſtrange ) for the ſolv- 
ing of that great difficulty and 
encumbrance, which it infers up- 
on our Religion. 

Nor do I much wonder, that 
this opinion of Preqdeterminative 
con- 


(8) 

concourſe, to of al aftions, ſhould 
have ome ſtiff adherents among 
our ſelves. For having been en- 
tertained by certain mMicans, 
that were apprehended, in ſome 
things to approach nearer us, 
than others of the Roman Church; 
it came to receive favour and 
countenance from ſome of our 
own , of conſiderable note for 
piety and learning, whole Name 
and Authority cannot bur be ex- 
pected ro have much influence, 
on the minds of many. 

But 1 ſomewhat wonder, that 
they who have had no kindneſs 
for this Letter, upon the account 
of its diſſent from them, in this 
particular, ſhould not allow it 
common juſtice. For becauſe it 
hath not ſaid every thing rhey 
would have had it ſay, and that 
would have been grateful to 


them- 


— 


(9) 
chemlſelves , they impute to ir 
the having rp it ſaid not, 
and what they apprehended 
would be moſt ungrateful to all 
pious and ſober men. 

The ſum is, they give our 
concerning, it, that it denies the 
Providence of God abour fin, 
which all good men ought to 
abhor from; and infinuate that 
it falls in with the ſentiments of 
Darandys, which they know ma- 
ny think not well of. 

All that I intend rodo, for the 
_—_ upon this occaſion, ſhall 

to ſhew wherein the Letter is 
miſ-repreſented , and charged 
with what it hath notinit. To 
remark what is ſaid againſt that 
ſuppoſed = of it, and give the 
true ſenſe of whar it ſays touch- 
ing this matter ; with a further 
account of the Aythor's _ 

exe- 


(10) 
herein, than it was thought fir 
to inſert into ſo tranſient and oc- 
caſional a Diſcourle as that part 
of the Letter was. Whereby it 
may be ſeen, wherein he agrees 
with thoſe of that oppoſite per- 
ſuaſion, and what the very point 
of difference is. Further than 
this, I yet intend not to go, till I 
ſee kencher need, 

There have two Diſcourſes 
come to my view that have re- 
ferred to that Letter. The one 
in Manuſcript only ; which, be- 
caule it is uncertain to me, whe- 
ther the reputed Author of it 
will own it or no ; and, becauſe 
it ſays little or nothing, by way 
of argument,againſt the true ſenſe 
of the Letter, I ſhall cake no fur- 
ther preſent notice of, The 
other is Printed, and offers at 
ſomewhat of argument, which 
there- 


(11) 
therefore I ſhall more attentive- 
ly conſider, 

It deth this Letter an honour, 
whereof its Author never had 
the leaſt ambition or expeCtari- 
on, to inſert the mention of ir 
into the cloſe of a very learned, 
elaborate Work F ; with which i Cans 
it might, yer, ealily be imagined, 7 ** 
its Fraphiciey ' ad” monary = 
from any prerence to learning, P2g*52=- 
would (o ill agree, that a qarrel 
could not but enſue. Ir is from 
one, who having ſpent a great 
part of his time in travelling tho- 
rough ſome Regions of literature, 
and been peaceable, as far as 1 
have underſtood, in his Travels; 
it might have been hoped would 
have let this Pamphlet alone, 
when, for what I can obſerve, 
he finds no faulr with ic but what 
he makes ; and is fain to accuſe 
it 


(2) 
ir of what is no where to be 
found in it, leſt it ſhould be in- 
NOcent. 

Ic is an unaccountable pleafure 
which men of ſome humours 
take, in depraving what is done 
by others, when there is nothi 
attempted that doth interfere 
with them ; nothing that can, 
righreouſly , be underſtood to 
croſs any good end, which they 
more openly pretend to , nor 
the more concealed end ( if they 
have any ſuch) of their own 
glory. 

Common edification feems 
leſs deſigned, when every thin 
muſt be thrown down , whi 
is not builr by their own hands, 
or -by their own line and mea- 
ſure, 

I plead nothing of merit in 
this lictle Efay, only 1 ſay for 
it, 


(13) 
it, that I know noe what it can 
be guilty of towards this learned 
man , that can have occaſioned 
this affaulc upon it by his Pen. 
By how much the lels ir keeps 
his road, the more I might have 
thought ir out of the way of his 
notice. Iamfureic meant him 


' no harm, nor had any delign to 


pilfer from him any part of his 
Collections, 

But he ſays, he may not let it 
paſſ. Then there is no remedy. 
Bur I wonder what he ſhould 
mean by he may not. Ir muſt ei- 
ther mean, that be thought it wn- 


cnfes oo ets gal, on che he 


a mighty frog and irreſiſtible 
inclmation to {qabble a ll with 


it. The former cannot be ima- 
gined, For then, for the ſame 
reaſon, he would have attempe- 


' ed ſundry ochers of former and 


later 


(14) 
later days, that have ſaid much 
to the purpoſe, which this Letter 
doth bur touch obiter, and on the 
By ; in its way to another de- 
ſipn. Bur thoſe were Giants, 
whom it was not {o ſafe to med- 
dle with. Therefore he could 
very wiſely let them paſs, tho they 
have wounded his beloved 
Cauſe, beyond all that it is in 
the power of his, ( or any ) Arr 
to Cure. 

Whence it is conſeqent, that 
the whole buſineſs muſt be re- 
ſolved into the latter. And this in- 
clination cannot but owe it ſelf 
to ſome peculiar aſpect and refe- 
rence he had to the Author. 
Whom, tho he was in imcognito, 
p ( as I have been informed.) 

e profeſles ro- have diſcourſt 
with upon the ſame Subject ma- 
ny times. And fo, therefore, he 


might 


| (15) 
might once more before this pub- 

lic rancouncer, if he had thought 
+ fir, and Nature could have been 
repel'd a while. 

Ir is true, he hath found me 
not facile to entertain his Senti- 
ments in this matter. And in- 
deed I have deeply dreaded the 

rtentous imaginations which |, 
_ had more lightly tin&tur'd 
his Mind, as to this = con- 
cerning the Bleſſed God. Than 
which, upon deliberation, I do 
believe, no human Wir can ever 
deviſe worſe. As I have often 
freely told diyers of my Friends, 
and 'tis very hikely,among chem, 
himſelf. Tho | do not ſuſpect 
the contagion to have infected 
his vicals ; By a, priviledg, vouch- 
ſaf't ro fome, that they may pol- 
ſibly -driak ſome deadly thing 
that ſhall noc hurt them. 

- Bur 


(16) 
But why muſt an impatien 
of this diflent break out into [7 


For, as I do well know it was 
very poſlible ſuch a public con- 
teſt might have been manag'd 
with that candour and fairnes, as 
not at all cointrench npon friend- 
ſhip. So, asit is, I need not own 
ſo much weaknes, as,upon many 
years experience, not to be able 
to diſtinguiſh , and underſtand 
there are ſome tempers Jefs ca- 
_-_ of the ingenuities that be- 
= that pleafant relation. 
it was only a charitable 
errour of which I repent not,that 
I expected a more righteous 
dealing, 
He pretends to give my ſenſe, 
in ether words, And then _= 
y 


(i7) 
ly falls to combating his own 
man of ſtraw pr pos have 
repreſent me, and {o I amto be 
tortured im Effigie. 

[ It can never be proved, that it 
implies 4 contradiftion, for God to 
make a Creature , which ſhould be 


capable of atting without immediate 
Concourſe. | 
in a different cha- 


This he 

——_— [ had ſaid ſo muth. 
And why might riot my own 
words be allowed to ſpeak my 
own ſenſe ? Bur that his under- 
and eyes,muſt then have 
conſpired to tell him , that the 
fenſe would have been qite an- 
other? Ir is only a | predetermi- 
hative | concurrence to all attions, 
even thoſe that gre moſt malignantly 
wicked, p. 32. And again, Gods 
concern, bf « {dneraieae] int- 
fluence. unto wicked aftions, p. 36: 
B 2 Whick 


(18) 
Which is the only thing I ſpeak 
of ; as what þ cannot reconcile 
with-the Wiſdom and Sinceritie, of 
his Counlels and Exhortations, 
againſt ſuch ations. 

And if he had deſigned to ſerve 
any common good end, in this 
undertaking of his, why did. he 
not attempt to recoficile them 
himſelf > But the Wiſdom and Sin- 
ceritie of God are thought ht, (as 
it would ſeem) to be lacrificed to 
the reputation of his more pecu- 
liarly admired Schoolmen. It 
there be ſuch an univerſal deter- 
mination, by an irreſiſtible” Di- 
vine influence, to all even the 
wickedeſt ations ( which God 
forbid ! ) methinks ſuch a dith- 
culty ſhould not be fo cafily paſt 
over. And ſurely the reconcili 
ſuch a determinative influence 4 4 
the Divine Wiſdom and Sinceritie, 
had 


(19) 
had been a performance worth 
all his learned labours beſides, 
and of greater ſervice to the 
Chriſtian name and honour. 

Bur it ſeems the denying cou- 
currence by fuch predetermimimg m- 
fluence, 15 the denying of all imme- 
diate concurrence. And 1 am ſenc 
to the Thomiſts, Scatiſts, Teſuites, 
and Suarez, more eſpecially ro 
be caught otherwiſe. As it all 
theſe were for omar con - 
courſe. Which is very pleaſant, 
When the very Heads of the ewo 
firſt-mentioned Sefs were againlt 
it, as we ſhall fee further anon, 
the third generally,and Suarez, par- 
ticularl TE he names, have 
ſo induſtriouſly and ſtrongly op- 
poſed it. Yea and becaule I al- 
lent not to the Doctrine of pre- 
determinative concourſe, 1 am re- 
preſented ( which was the laſt 
ſpire 


(10) 
ſpite that was to be done me) as 
a favourer of the Hypotheſis of 
Durandus. And he might, as tru- 
large oy of _ 
not 10 ly, becaule he 
knowes ks (x goes rs have a 
nearer alljance to that Family, 
Now | heartily wiſh 1 had a 
ground for ſo much charity to- 
wards him, as to ſuppoſe him 
ignorant that immediate concourſe, 
and determinative, are not wont 
to be uſed by the Schoolmen, in this 
controverlie, as terms of the 
ſame ſignification. If he do, him- 
ſelf, think them to be all one, 
what warrant is that to him to 
give the ſame for my ſenſe? When 
'tis ſo well known they are not 
commonly ſo taken, and that de- 
terminative concourſe is ſo volu- 
minouſly written againſt, where 
immediate is expreſly aſſened. Let 


him 


(21) 
him bur ſoberly cell me, what 
his deſign was, to _ our the 
word | determining | from what 
he recites Of that ba and pur 
in | immediate |. Which he knowes 
is not to be found in any of the 
places he refersto in it. Or what 
was the ſpring of that confidence 
that made him intimate the Sco- 
tifts, Thonuſts, The Jeſutes, and 
| Suarez, to be againſt 
har i aid in the Letter, in this 
thing ? If he could procure all 
the Books in the World to be 
burnt, beſides thoſe in his own 
Library, he would have an 
hard task to make it be believed 
in the next Age, that all theſe 
were for God's efficacious determi- 
nation of the Wills of men wito wicked 
ations. 
I need not, afrer all this, con- 
cern my ſelf, as to what he ſaies 
B 4 about 


(22) 
about the No Medium between 
the extreams of his disjunctive 
propolition. Eiher the human will 
muſt depend upon the Drvme mde 

dent Will of God,8c. (as he © 


les it in the excels of his caution, 


left any ſhould think the Will of 


God was not a Divme Will) Or God 
muſt depend on the human will, &c. 
Unles he can ſhew that the hu- 
man will cannot be ſaid ro de- 
pend on the Divine, as bang en- 
abled by it, except it be alſo deter- 
mined and impelled by it, to every 
wicked ation. 'A created Being 
that was entirely from God, with 
all the powers and faculties 
which belong toit; That: hath 
its continual ſubliſtence in him, 
and all thoſe powers continued, 
and maintained by his influence 
every moment ; That hath thoſe 
powers made habile, and apt for 
what- 


| 


(23) 
whatfoever its moſt natural mo- 
tions and operations,by a ſutable 
influence, whenloever it moves 
or operates. Can this creature 
be ſaid not to depend, as to all its 
motions and operations , unles it be 
alſo unavoidably impelled to do 
every thing to which it is thus 
ſufhciently enabled ? 

| again ſay, Was it impoſlible 
to God to make ſuch a creature 
that can, in this caſe, at# or not 
aft ? It is here odly enough laid, 
that the Author gives no demonſtra- 
tion hereof. Of what ? Why that it 
can never be proved (as the rete- 
rence to the foregoing word 
ſhewes) that it implies a contradi- 
flion,&c. It leems it was expect- 
ed that Authour ſhould have pro- 
ved by demonſtration, that it can 
never be proved, that it implies 4 
contradiftion, for God to make a Crea- 


ture, 


(24) 
ture, which ſhould be capable of att- 
ing (as he feigns him to wk ſaid) 
without immediate concourſe. By 
what rule of reaſoning was he 
obliged todo ſo ? Bur if the pro- 
ving there is ſuch a creature, as, 
in the caſe before expreſled, can 
act without determinative concourſe, 
will ſerve turn to prove, that it 
cannot be proved, it implies a 
contradiction there ſhould be 
ſuch a One: | may think the 
thing was done. And may think 
it ſuthciently proved, that there 
is ſuch a creature; If ic appear 
(whereof there is too much 
proof) that there are ſuch a&i- 
ons done by creatures, as, for the 
reaſons that were before alledg- 
ed, it could not ſtand with t 
Nature ofGod to determine them 
unto. 


And was nothing ſaid ending 
to 


(25) 
to prove this, that it could nat 
conſiſt with the Nature of God, 
to derermine men unto all the 
wicked ations they commit 2 
It ſeems unles it were put into 
mood and figure, 'tis no proof. 
Nor was it the deſign of thoſe 
Papers to mfift upon that ſub- 
jet; bur there are chings ſug- 
geſted in tranfitu, as ſuch a dil- 
courſe could admit, that ( whe- 
ther they are demonſtrative or 
no) would puzzle a conſidering 


perſon. That God ſhould have as 


much influence, and concurrence to the 
borſt ations, as to the beſt. As much, 
or more than the ſinner or the temp- 
ter. That the matter of his Lawes 
to Adam, and bis poſterity, ſhould be 
a natural impoſſibilitie. And | now 
add, the irreconcileablenes of that 
determmation , with God's Wiſdom 
and Sinceritie,8&c. Theſe I ſhall 
| reckon 


(26) 
reckon demonſtrations, till I ſee 
them well anſwered. 

However if mine were a bad 
opinion, why was it not as con- 
turable without the mention of 
Durandus ? But that was, with 
him, an odious name; and fit, 
therefore, to impreſs the brand, 
which he defred 1 ſhould wear 
for his ſake. This is a likely way 
ro clear the cruth, Yet if it ſerve 
not one deſign, it will another, 
he thinks, upon which he was 
more intent. 

Are all for Durandus's way 
that are againſt a predetermiative 
influence to wicked a&tions? I 
could tell him who have ſhewa 
more ſtrength in arguing againlt 
Durandus, . art | find in all his 
Arguments; who yer have writ- 
ten, to0,againſt determmative con- 
courle to /uch ations, more than 
ever 


(27) 
ever he will be able to anſwer,or 
any man. , 

The truth is, when I wrote 
that Letter, I had never ſeen Du- 
randus. Nor indeed did 1 conſult 
any Book for the writing, of it, 
(as I had not opportunity, if I 
had been ſo inclined) except, up- 
on ſome occaſions, the Bible. 
Noe apprehending ir neceſlary, 
ro cs 6 votes, and conlider 
how many mens were 
one way, and of how many the 
other, before I would adventure 
ro think _— my own : Bur, 


I have this day, u the view 
of his pur db nach taken a 
view of Durandus too. And, re- 
ally , cannot yet gueſs, what 
ſhould rempt him to parallel my 
conceptions with Durandus's, but 
that he took his, for ſomewhar 


an 


_ 


b. 2552.4 


Dill. 1- 


If? 


(28) 
an ill-favoured name. Duran- 
dus, flatly, in ſeveral places de- 
nies God's inmnediare concourſe to 
the ations of the Crearures. 
Which I never ſaid nor thought. 
Burt do really believe his imme- 
diate concourſe, to all aftions of 
his Creatures (both immediatione 
-virtutis, and ſuppoſiti, that I may 
more comply with his Scholaſtic 
humour,in r & uſe of ſuch terms, 
than gratifie my own) Yer not 
derermmnative unto wicked attions. 
Again, Dwrandus denies imme- 
diate concourſe , univerſally, and 
upon fuch a ground, as where- 
upon, the denial muſt eqally ex- 
rend to good ations as to bad ; 
viz. That "tis impoſſible the ſame 
numerical aFion ſhould be from two 
or more Avents immediately and per- 
feftly , except the ſame numerical 
Tvertue 


| 


(29) 
rvertue ſhould be in each. But (he 
ſaies) the ſame numerical -vertue 
cannot be m God and in the Creature, 
&c. Whereas he well knowes 
the concourſe or influence ( for | 
here affe& not the curiofity to di- 
ſtinguiſh theſe rwo termes, as 
ſome do) which 1 deny not to 
be immediate to any aftions, I only 
deny to be determinative , as to 
theſe Þhich are wicked. 

Yea andthe Authours he qotes 
(F. 11.) Aqinas and Scotus, tho 
every body may know they are 
againſt what was the notion of 
Durandus, yet are as much againſt 
bimſelf,if he will dire&tly oppoſe 
that Letter, and aflert determina- 
tive concourſe to wicked actions. 
They held immediate concour ſe,not 
determmative. The former, tho he 
fuppoſes Divine help in reference 
to the cleftions of the —_ 
will, 
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will, yet aſſerts the eleftions 
theniſelves to be in mans 0wn power, 
and only faies that in the executi- 
ons of thoſe eleftions men can be hin- 
dered. That (whatſoever influ- 
ence he aflerts of the hrſt cauſe) 
men ſtill, habent ſe, indifferenter ad 
benz vel mal? eligendum. The other, 
tho he alloexcludes not the im- 
mediate efhciency of God in refe- 
rence to the aftions of men, yer 
is fo far from making it determi- 
native, that the reaſon he gives 
why, in evil a&tions, man. (ins, 
and God doth not, is, that: the 
former of theſe Cauſes, poſbet re- 
flitudinem dare attui qam tenetur 
eam dare, tamen, qantum eft ex ſe, 
daret, fe voluntas creata cooperare- 
tur ; in the very place: which 
himſelf refers ro. Wherein they 
difter from this Authour toto Calo ; 
and from me, in that they. make 


nor 
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not determinative influence ne- 
ceſſary in reference to good acti- 
ons, which I expreſly do. 

Thus far ic may be ſeen what 
pretence or colour he had to 
make my Opinion the ſame with 
Durandus's, or, his own, the ſame 
with that of Thomgs and Scotus. 

Bur if he knew in what eſteem 
{ have the Schoaolmen, he would 
hardly believe me likely to ſtep 
one foot Qut of my way, either 
to gain the reputation of any of 
their names, or avoid the diſre- 
putation. 

He, notwithſtanding, ſuppo- 
fed his own reputation to be ſo 

ood(and I know no reaſon why 
be might not ſuppole ſo) as to 
make it be believed I was any 
thing he pleaſed to call me, by 
(uch as had not opportunity to 
be otherwiſe informed. 


Q And 


— ca» ——_—— 
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And thus I would take leave 
of him, And permit him to uſe 
his own refle&tions upon his uſage 
of me, at his own leiſure. But 
that civility bids me (flince he is 
pleaſed wha at the pains of ca- 
rechiſing me) firſt to give ſome 
anſwer to the Qeſtions wherein 
he thus expoſtulates with me. 
Q. 1. Whether there be any atti- 
on of Man on earth ſo good, Which 
hath not ſome mixture of Sin in it ? 
And if God concur to the ſubſtrate 
matter of it as good, muſt he not ne- 
ceſsarily concur to the ſubſtrate mat- 
ter as ſinful * For is not the ſub» 


ſtrate matter of the aft, both as good 


and ſinful the ſame ? 

A. 1. It ſeems then, that God 
doth concur to the matter of an 
action as ſinful. Which is honeſt- 
ly acknowledged , ſince by his 
Principles, it cannot be denied ; 
tho 


(33) 
tho moſt, of his way, mince the 
buſineſs, and ſay the concurrence 
is only to the ation which is ſin- 
ful, not as ſinful. 

2. ThisIam to conſider as an 
argument for God's predetermi- 
native concurrence to wicked acti- 
ons. And thus it muſt be concei- 
* ved. That if God concur by de- 
terminative influence to the imper- 
fectly good ations of Faith, Re- 
pentance, Love to himſelf, Prayer : 
Therefore to the acts of enmity 
againſt himſelf, Carſing, Idolatry, 
Blaſshemy, &c. And is it not a 
mighty conſeqence ? If to acti- 
ons that are good qoad ſubſtantiam, 
therefore to ſuch as are in the ſub- 
ſtance of them evil? We our ſelves 
can, in a remoter kind, concur to 
the ations of others: Becauſe you 
may afford, your ſelf, your leading 
concurrence to actions _— 

'C2 good, 


” "I — _ —_ 
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good, therefore may you to them 
that are down-right evil 2 be- 
cauſe to Praier, therefore to Cur- 
ſing and Swearing ? and then ruin 
men for the actions you induc't 
them to? You'l ſay God ma 
rather, but ſure he can much leſs 
do ſorhan you. How could you 
be ſerious in the Propolal of this 
qeſtian ? 

We are at a loſs how it ſhould 
conſiſt with the Divine Wiſdom, 
Juſtice, ans For Truth to 
delign the puniſhing Man, 
i1nocent, with everlaſting Log 
ments, far ations which God, 
himſelf, wauld irrehiſtibly move 
him co; Whereas his making a 
Covenant with Adam in reference 
to himſelf and his poſterity, im- 
plied there was a poſſibility it 
might be kept ; at leaſt that he 
would not make the keeping of 


ir, 
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ic, by his own poſitive influence, 
impoſſible. And you fay, If 

might concur to the ſubſtrate matte; 
” an attion as good, (which tends 
tro man's Salvation and Bleiic 

nels) he muſt neceſlarily conciu 
(and that by an irreſiſtible determi- 
native influence, elſe you ſay nothing 
to me) to the ſubſtrate matter 

all their evil a&tions,as evil;which 
tend to their ruine and miſery, 
brought upon them by the a&ti- 
ons Which God makes them do, 
| ſuppoſe S, Lk. 6. 9. with Ho. 


13-9. ſhew a difference. If you | 


therefore ack me, Why I ſhould 
not admit this conſeqence ? I ſay 
it needs no. other ahſwer, than 
that I rake Wiſdom, Righteoul- 
nes, *Goodaes, and Truth, to be- 
long more to the Tdes of God, 
than cheir conttaries. 


C } Q. 2. 
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Anſre, 
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Q. 2. Is there any attion ſo ſin- 
ful that hath not ſome natural good 
as the ſubſtrate matter wa & 

A. True. And what ſhall be 
infer'd? That therefore God 
muſt by a determinative influence 
produce every ſuch a&tion what- 
ſoever reaſon there be againſt it ? 
You might better argue thence 
the neceſſity of his producing, 
every hour, a new World; in 
which there would be a great 
deal more of poſitive Entity, and 
natural goodnes. Certainly the na- 
tural goodnes that is in the Enti- 
ty of an action, is no ſuch invi- 
tation tothe Holy God by deter- 
minative influence to produce it, 
as that he ſhould offer violence 
to his own Nature, and ftain the 
Juſtice and Honour of his Go- 
vernment, by making it be done, 
and 


(37) 
and then puniſh ir being done. 


Q. 3. Do we not cut off the. 3. 


moſt illuſtrious part of Divine Provi- 
e m governing the lower World, 
&c 


ris the ſtated way of God's Go- 
vernment, to urge Men, irre- 
ſiſtibly, to all chat wickednes, for 
which he will afterwards puniſh 
them with everlaſting torments ? 
I ſhould leaſt of all, ever have 
expected (ſuch a qeſtion to this 
purpolſe,and am ain further 
ro anſwer it. Only name any 
aCt of Providence, I hereby deny, 
if you can. | 

In the next place, That my 
ſenſe may appear, in my own 
words; And that I may ſhew 
how far I am of the ſame mind 
C 4 with 


& What ? by denying that An. 
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with thoſe that apprehend me at 
ſo vaſt a diſtance from them ; 
and where, it they go further, 
our parting point wat \ oF I ſhall 
ſer | ao the particulars of my 
agreement with them, and do 
ic in no other heads than. they 
might have collected , if they 
had pleaſed, out of that Letter , 
As 

1. That God exerciſeth an 
univerſal Providence about all 
his Creatures, both in ſuſtaining 
and governing them. 

2. That,more particularly,he 
exerciſeth ſuch a Providence a+ 
bour Man, 

3. That this Providence about 
Man extends to all the actions of 
all men. 

4. That it coriſifts not alone 
m beholding the ations of men, 


as 
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as if he were a meer ſpe&atour 
of them only, bur is poſttively 
ative about them. 


5. That this active Provi- 
dence of God about all the acti- 
ens of men conſiſts not meerly 
in giving them the natural pow- 
ers, whereby they cat work of 
themſelves, but in a real influence 
upon thoſe powers. 


6. That this influence is in 
referehce to holy and ſpiritual 
actions (whereto ſince the Apo- 


ſtacie, the nature of Man is be- 
come vicioully diſ-inclined) ne- 
ceſlary to be efficaciouſly determi- 
native ; ſuch as ſhall overcome 
that diſ-inclination, and reduce 
thoſe powers into act. 


þ * 7, Thar 
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”, That the Ordmary, appointed 
way for the communication of 
this determinative influence , is by 
our intervening conſideration of 
the inducements which God re- 
preſents to us in his Word, viz; 
the Precepts,Promiſes, and Com- 
minations, which are the moral 
inſtruments of his Government. 
No doubt but he may (as is in- 
timated in the Letter , p. 141.) 
extraordinarily a&t Men,in ſome 
rarer caſes, by inward impulſe, 
without the help of ſuch exter- 
nal means, (as he did Prophets 
or inſpired perſons) And when 
he hath done fo, we were not to 
think he treated them unagree- 
ably ro their natures, Or b as 
their natures could not, withour 
violence, admit. But it hath 


been the care and deſignment of 
the 


(41) 

the Divine Wiſdom, fo to order 
the way of diſpenſation towards 
the ſeveral ſorts of Creatures, as 
not only nor, ordinarily, to im- 
poſe upon them, what Bo could 
not conveniently be patient of , 
but ſo as that their powers and 
faculties. might be put upon the 
exerciſes whereof they were ca- 
pable, and to provide that nei- 
ther their paſſive capacity ſhould 
be overcharged, nor their afive 
be unemployed. 

And whereas the reaſonable 
nature of Man renders him not 
only ſuſceprible of unexpected m- 
ternal impreſſions, but alſo capable 
of being Governed by Laws,which 
reqires the uſe of his own endea- 
your to underſtand & obey them; 
And whereas we allo find ſuch 
Lawes are attually made for = 

an 


_— + 
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and propounded to him with 
their proper enforcements. If it 
ſhould be the fixed courſe of 
God's Government over him, 
only to guide him by inward 
impulſes, This (asis ſaid,p. 142) 
would render thoſe Lawes and 
their Sanctions impertinencies, 
His faculties —_ he is ca- 
pable of Moral Government /o 
far, and to this purpoſe,uſeleſs and 
vain, And would be an occa- 
ſion, which the depraved Nature 
of Men, would be very apt to 
abuſe into a temptation to them, 
never to bend their powers to 
the endeavour of doing any thing 
that were of an holy and ſpirt- 
tual rendency ( from which 
their averſion would be alwaics 
prompting them to deviſe excu- 
ſes) more than a meer machine 
would 
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would apply it ſelf to the uſes 
which it was made for,and doth 
noc underſtand, 


Therefore,leſt any ſhould be ſo 
unreaſonable, as tro expect God 
ſhould only ſurprize them, while 
they reſolvedly fit ftill and ſleep; 
he hy in his infinite Wiſdom, 
withheld from them the occaſion 
hereof ; And left them deſticure 
of any encouragement (whatſo- 
ever his extraordinary dealings 
may have been with ſome) to 
expect his influences, in the neg- 
lect of his Ordinary Methods, as is 
diſcourſed p.go. and at large in 
the following Pages. And which 
is the plain of that admoni- 
tion, Phil. 2.12, 13. Yea and 
tho there be never ſo many in- 
ſtances of merciful ſurpriſals,pre- 


Venrtive 
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ventive of all our own conlide- 
ration and care , Yet thoſe are 
ſtill ro be accounted the Ordinary 
Methods which are ſo de jure , 
which would aftzally be ſo , it 
Men did their duty, and which 
God hath obliged us to obſerve 


and attend unto 45 ſuch; 


8. Thar in reference to all 
other actions which are not f1n- 
ful, tho there be not a finful diſ- 
inclination to them, yet becauſe 
there may be a ſluggiſhnes, and 
inepritude to ſome purpoſes God 
intends to ſerve by them, This 
influence is alſo alwaies determi- 
native thereunto ; whenſoever to 
the immenſe Wiſdom of God 
ſhall ſeem meet, and condu- 


cing, to his own great and holy 
_ 
9. Thar, 
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9. That, in reference to ſin- 
ful aftions ; by this influence God 
doth not only ſuſtain men who 
do them, and continue to them 
their natural faculties and pow- 
ers, whereby they are done, bur 
alſo, as the firſt Mover , fo far 
excite and actuate thoſe powers, 
as that they.are apt and habile 
for any congenerous action, to 
which they have a natural de- 
ſgnation; and whereto they are 


not ſinfully diſ-inclined. 
10. That, if men do then 


employ them to the doing of 
ny linful ation ; by that ſame 
influence, he doth, as to him 
ſeems meet, limit, moderate, 
and, againſt the inclination and 
deſign of the ſinful Agent, over- 
rule and diſpoſe it to good. 

Bur 
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Burt now, if, beſides all this, 
they will allo aſſert ; That God 
doth, by an efficacious influence , ove 
and determune men tq wicked atti- 
ons, This is that which I molt re- 
{olvedly deny. 

Thar is, 1n this I ſhall differ 
with them, that I donat ſuppoſe 
God to have, by internal influ- 
ence, as far, an hand, in the 
worlt and wickedeſt ations, as 
in the beſt. 


| aflert more to be neceſſary 
to actions, co which men arc 
wickedly diſ-iaclin'd ; but that 
leſs will ſufhce for their doing of 
actions, to which they have in- 
clination more than enough. | 
reckon it ſufficient ro the pradu- 
Qion of this latter ſort of aRi- 
ons, that their powers be a&tu- 
ally 
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ally habile, and ape for any ſuch 
ation, in the general, as is con- 
natural tothem ; ſuppoſing there 
be not a peccant averſion , as 
there is to all thoſe ations that 
are Holy and Spiritual ; which 
everſion a more potent (even 4 
determmative) influence is neceſſa 
to overcome. I explain my ſelf 
by inſtance. 
A man hath from God the 
ers belonging to his nature, 
y which he is capable of loving 
or hating an a ded good 
or evil. e powers, being, 
by a preſent Divine influence, 
rendred habile, and ape for a&ti- 
on : He can now love a good 
name , health, caſe, life, and 
hare diſgrace, ſicknes, pain,death. 
Bur he doth alſo by theſe pow- 
ers thus habilicated for action, 
| = | love 


Id over and'beſides 


crermine him, is noe ab 


folucel 
and alwaies neceſſary , and, 7» 
the ' Latter . in - x 


» and to love 
» he depravednes of his na- 


fure, by the Apoſtacie , hath 
made + 4 native. 4 


dilpenſable obligation (nor is 
deflieure of FIcOuragement ,) 
earneſtly tg implore and pray 
for, 


My meaning is nov plain to 
luch as have 4 mind t6 under. 
ſand it. 


Having thus SVEN an account 


Wherein 
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wherein I agree with them, And 
wherein, if they pleaſe, I muſt 
differ, It may perhaps be ex- 
pected I ſhould add further Rea- 
ſons of that difference on my 
= But I ſhall for the preſenr 
rbear to do it, 


I know it may be alledged, 
that ſome very P1ous (as well as 
Learned) Men have been of their 
opinion. And I ſeriouſly believe 
it. But chat ſignifies nothing 
to the goodnes of the opinion. 
Nor doth the badnes of it extin- 
guiſh my Charity , nor reverence 
towards the men. For I conſi- 
der, that as many hold the moſt 
important truths, and which 
moſt diredly tend to impreſs the 
Image of God upon their Soules, 
that yet are never ſtamped with 
any fach impreſſion thereby ; ſo, 

D 2 ir 
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ic is not impoſſible ſome may 
have held very dangerous opt- 
nions, with a notional judgment, 
the pernicious inflaence where- 
of hath never diſtilled upon their 
hearts. 

Neicher ſhall I be willing 
without neceſſity to detect other 
mens infirmities. Yet if I find 
my ſelf any way obliged further 
to intermeddle in this matter, I 
reckon the time I have to ſpend 
in this World, can never be _ 
to better purpoſe, than in diſco- 
vering the fearful conſeqences of 
that rejected opinion, the vani- 
ty of the ſubterfuges whereby its 
alſerrours think to hide the ma- 
lignity of it ; and the inefficacie 
of the Arguments brought for 
it 


| _ thoſe two which 
es notice of, 


the Letter t 
For 
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For as ſo ill-coloured an opi- 
nion ought never to be admitted 
without the moſt apparent ne- 
ceſlity, Se do I think it molt ap- 

t there is no it 
d be admitted upon thoſe 
grounds or any other. And doubt. 
not but that both the Governing 
Providence of God in reference 
to all events whatſoever ; and 
his moſt certain foreknowledg 
of them all, may be defended, 
inſt all ers, without it. 

But I had rather my prepara- 
tions to theſe purpoſes, ſhould 
be buried in a and filence ; 
than I ſhould ever ſee the occa- 
fon which ſhould carry the fig- 
nification with it of their being 
at all needful. 


And I ſhall take it for a juſt 


and moſt deplorable occaſion, if 
| 
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I ſhall find any to aſſert againſt 
me the cotcraiiory to this Pro- 
poſition, 


T hat God doth not by an 
Efficacious Influence Ontver- 
ſally move and determine men 
to all their Afions ; even 


thoſe that are moſt wicked. 


Which is the only true, and 
plain meaning, of what was ſaid, 


abour this buſines, in the before 


mentioned Letter. 


